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AG/DEC. 27 (XXXII-O/02)
DECLARATION OF BRIDGETOWN:
THE MULTIDIMENSIONAL APPROACH TO HEMISPHERIC SECURITY

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session held on June 4, 2002)
The Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Heads of Delegation, assembled in Bridgetown, Barbados, on the occasion of the thirty-second regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States, considering the topic “The Multidimensional Approach to Hemispheric Security”,

RECALLING that under Article 2 of the Charter of the Organization of American States, one of the essential purposes of the Organization is to strengthen the peace and security of the continent;

AFFIRMING that the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Heads of Delegation during their dialogue at the thirty-second regular session of the General Assembly recognized that security threats, concerns and other challenges in the hemispheric context are of diverse nature and multidimensional scope, and that the traditional concept and approach must be expanded to encompass new and non-traditional threats, which include political, economic, social, health, and environmental aspects;

RECOGNIZING:

That many of the new threats, concerns and other challenges to hemispheric security are transnational in nature and may require appropriate hemispheric cooperation;

That these new threats, concerns, and other challenges are cross-cutting problems that require multifaceted responses by different national organizations, all acting appropriately in accordance with democratic norms and principles; 

That the new threats, concerns and other challenges to hemispheric security may require a range of different approaches; 

That the process of evaluating the new hemispheric security aspects should take into account regional differences and characteristics; and

That there is an ongoing examination of the existing institutions of the inter-American system related to the various aspects of hemispheric security with a view to revitalizing and strengthening them to better respond to emerging challenges, 

RECALLING FURTHER:

That the General Assembly has recognized, as reflected in its resolutions from 1991 to the present, the importance of confidence- and security-building measures among member states to strengthen peace and security in the Hemisphere;

The General Assembly decision to hold a Second High-Level Meeting on the Special Security Concerns of Small Island States;

That the Heads of State and Government, meeting at the Second Summit of the Americas, instructed the Committee on Hemispheric Security to “analyse the meaning, scope, and implications of international security concepts in the Hemisphere, with a view to developing the most appropriate common approaches by which to manage their various aspects, including disarmament and arms control” and to “pinpoint ways to revitalize and strengthen the institutions of the Inter-American System related to the various aspects of Hemispheric Security,” with a view to holding a Special Conference on Security in the OAS framework, once these and other tasks had been completed;

That at the Third Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government reiterated their commitment to the holding of the Special Conference on Security; and

That at the Twenty-Third Meeting of Consultation, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs agreed that the preparations for the Special Conference on Security should be expedited; and

CONVINCED that the development of common approaches to the various aspects of security in the Hemisphere would lead to harmonization within the inter-American security system and is therefore, essential for increasing confidence and security among Member States,

DECLARE that the security of the Hemisphere encompasses political, economic, social, health, and environmental factors;

AGREE that Member States should seek to enhance and, where necessary, develop appropriate and relevant mechanisms to deepen co-operation and co-ordination in order to address in a more focused manner the new multidimensional threats, concerns and other challenges to hemispheric security;

DECIDE to include the multidimensional approach to hemispheric security raised by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs at the Thirty-Second Regular Session of the General Assembly as a topic on the agenda of the Special Conference on Security, and to use the compendium of views expressed by the Ministers as a base document for the consideration of the item;

AGREE that the Special Conference on Security should consider appropriate recommendations on coordinated strategies and integrated action plans, related to the new hemispheric security threats, concerns and other challenges.
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AG/DEC. 30 (XXXII-O/02)

CENTENNIAL OF THE PAN AMERICAN HEALTH ORGANIZATION (PAHO)

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session held on June 4, 2002)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY hereby pays tribute to the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), as it celebrates its one hundredth anniversary since its foundation in 1902, when delegations from eleven nations in the Americas gathered in Washington to form the International Sanitary Bureau.


Since 1950, PAHO has been recognized by the Organization of American States as part of the inter-American system and as its specialized health agency.


In its 100 years of existence, PAHO has played a key part in the advancement of public health in the Americas, strengthening national health systems and public health policies, and leading the campaigns to eradicate smallpox, poliomyelitis, and measles.


PAHO has won recognition for its efforts to encourage strategic cooperation among member states and associated states, promoting equality in health care, combating disease, and increasing life expectancy and the quality of life in the countries of the Americas.


We urge PAHO to continue working with the countries in the Hemisphere, supporting their efforts to implement the mandates of the Summit of the Americas and to achieve equity, poverty reduction, and health for all.
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AG/RES. 1840 (XXXII-O/02)

INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION AGAINST TERRORISM

(Adopted at the second plenary session held on June 3, 2002)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


REAFFIRMING the principles and provisions contained in the Charter of the Organization of American States and the Charter of the United Nations;


RECOGNIZING the threat that terrorism poses to democratic values and international peace and security, and that it is a source of profound concern to all member states;


CONVINCED that the Charter of the Organization of American States and international law constitute the appropriate framework for strengthening hemispheric cooperation for the prevention, combating, and elimination of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations;


BEARING IN MIND resolution RC.23/RES. 1/01 rev. 1 corr. 1, “Strengthening Hemispheric Cooperation to Prevent, Combat, and Eliminate Terrorism,”
 of the Twenty-Third Meeting of Consultation of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of September 21, 2001, which entrusted the Permanent Council with preparing a Draft Inter-American Convention against Terrorism
;


RECALLING the Declaration of Lima to Prevent, Combat, and Eliminate Terrorism and the Plan of Action on Hemispheric Cooperation to Prevent, Combat, and Eliminate Terrorism
, adopted within the framework of the First Inter-American Specialized Conference on Terrorism, in Lima, Peru, in April 1996, as well as the Commitment of Mar del Plata
, adopted at the Second Inter-American Specialized Conference on Terrorism, and the work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE);


CONSIDERING that terrorism is a serious criminal phenomenon, which is of deep concern to all member states; attacks democracy; impedes the enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms; threatens the security of states, destabilizing and undermining the foundations of all society; and seriously impacts the economic and social development of the states in the region; 


BEARING IN MIND that the Inter-American Democratic Charter recognizes the commitment by member states to promote and defend representative democracy and that no democratic state can be indifferent to the clear threat that terrorism poses to democratic institutions and freedoms;


REAFFIRMING that the fight against terrorism must be undertaken with full respect for national and international law, human rights, and democratic institutions, in order to preserve the rule of law, liberties and democratic values in the Hemisphere, which are essential components of a successful fight against terrorism;


CONVINCED that the adoption, ratification, and effective implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism contribute to the progressive development and the codification of international law;


UNDERSCORING the importance of effective action in cutting off the supply of funds for terrorism, and of coordinated action with international entities competent in the area of money laundering, especially the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD);


RECOGNIZING the urgency of strengthening and establishing new forms of regional cooperation against terrorism with a view to its eradication; and


RECOGNIZING the importance and timeliness of the existing international legal instruments on combating terrorism, including the 10 international instruments considered for the text of the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism itself, as well as the Convention to Prevent and Punish the Acts of Terrorism Taking the Forms of Crimes against Persons and Related Extortion That Are of International Significance, adopted by the General Assembly itself on February 2, 1971; the Convention on Offences and Certain Other Acts Committed on Board Aircraft, adopted in Tokyo on September 14, 1963; and the Convention on the Marking of Plastic Explosives for the Purpose of Detection, adopted in Montreal on March 1, 1991,

RESOLVES:


1.
To adopt the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism attached to this resolution and to open it for signature by the member states on this date.


2.
To urge member states to ratify the Convention as soon as possible, in accordance with their constitutional procedures.


3.
To request the Secretary General to present a report to the General Assembly at its thirty-third regular session on progress made toward the Convention’s entry into force.

INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION AGAINST TERRORISM


The States Parties to this Convention,


BEARING IN MIND the purposes and principles of the Charter of the Organization of American States and the Charter of the United Nations;


CONSIDERING that terrorism represents a serious threat to democratic values and to international peace and security and is a cause of profound concern to all member states;


REAFFIRMING the need to adopt effective steps in the inter-American system to prevent, punish, and eliminate terrorism through the broadest cooperation;


RECOGNIZING that the serious economic harm to states which may result from terrorist acts is one of the factors that underscore the need for cooperation and the urgency of efforts to eradicate terrorism;


REAFFIRMING the commitment of the states to prevent, combat, punish, and eliminate terrorism; and


BEARING IN MIND resolution RC.23/RES. 1/01 rev. 1 corr. 1, “Strengthening Hemispheric Cooperation to Prevent, Combat, and Eliminate Terrorism,” adopted at the Twenty-third Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs,


Have agreed to the following:

Article 1

Object
 and purposes


The purposes of this Convention are to prevent, punish, and eliminate terrorism.  To that end, the states parties agree to adopt the necessary measures and to strengthen cooperation among them, in accordance with the terms of this Convention.


Article 2

Applicable international instruments


1.
For the purposes of this Convention, “offenses” means the offenses established in the international instruments listed below:

a.
Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft, signed at The Hague on December 16, 1970.

b.
Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Civil Aviation, signed at Montreal on September 23, 1971.

c.
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against Internationally Protected Persons, including Diplomatic Agents, adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on December 14, 1973.

d.
International Convention against the Taking of Hostages, adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on December 17, 1979.

e.
Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material, signed at Vienna on March 3, 1980.

f.
Protocol on the Suppression of Unlawful Acts of Violence at Airports Serving International Civil Aviation, supplementary to the Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Civil Aviation, signed at Montreal on February 24, 1988.

g.
Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Maritime Navigation, done at Rome on March 10, 1988.

h.
Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Fixed Platforms Located on the Continental Shelf, done at Rome on March 10, 1988.

i.
International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings, adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on December 15, 1997.

j.
International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism, adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on December 9, 1999.


2.
Upon depositing its instrument of ratification to this Convention, a state party that is not a party to one or more of the international instruments listed in paragraph 1 of this article may declare that, in application of this Convention to such state party, that particular instrument shall be deemed not to be included in that paragraph.  The declaration shall cease to have effect as soon as that instrument enters into force for that state party, which shall notify the depositary of this fact.


3.
When a state party ceases to be a party to one of the international instruments listed in paragraph 1 of this article, it may make a declaration, as provided in paragraph 2 of this article, with respect to that instrument.

Article 3

Domestic measures


Each state party, in accordance with the provisions of its constitution, shall endeavor to become a party to the international instruments listed in Article 2 to which it is not yet a party and to adopt the necessary measures to effectively implement such instruments, including establishing, in its domestic legislation, penalties for the offenses described therein.

Article 4

Measures to prevent, combat, and eradicate the financing of terrorism


1.
Each state party, to the extent it has not already done so, shall institute a legal and regulatory regime to prevent, combat, and eradicate the financing of terrorism and for effective international cooperation with respect thereto, which shall include:

a.
A comprehensive domestic regulatory and supervisory regime for banks, other financial institutions, and other entities deemed particularly susceptible to being used for the financing of terrorist activities.  This regime shall emphasize requirements for customer identification, record-keeping, and the reporting of suspicious or unusual transactions.

b.
Measures to detect and monitor movements across borders of cash, bearer negotiable instruments, and other appropriate movements of value.  These measures shall be subject to safeguards to ensure proper use of information and should not impede legitimate capital movements.

c.
Measures to ensure that the competent authorities dedicated to combating the offenses established in the international instruments listed in Article 2 have the ability to cooperate and exchange information at the national and international levels within the conditions prescribed under its domestic law.  To that end, each state party shall establish and maintain a financial intelligence unit to serve as a national center for the collection, analysis, and dissemination of pertinent money laundering and terrorist financing information.  Each state party shall inform the Secretary General of the Organization of American States of the authority designated to be its financial intelligence unit.


2.
When implementing paragraph 1 of this article, states parties shall use as guidelines the recommendations developed by specialized international and regional entities, in particular the Financial Action Task Force and, as appropriate, the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission, the Caribbean Financial Action Task Force, and the South American Financial Action Task Force.

Article 5

Seizure and confiscation of funds or other assets

1.
Each state party shall, in accordance with the procedures established in its domestic law, take such measures as may be necessary to provide for the identification, freezing or seizure for the purposes of possible forfeiture, and confiscation or forfeiture, of any funds or other assets constituting the proceeds of, used to facilitate, or used or intended to finance, the commission of any of the offenses established in the international instruments listed in Article 2 of this Convention.


2.
The measures referred to in paragraph 1 shall apply to offenses committed both within and outside the jurisdiction of the state party.

Article 6

Predicate offenses to money laundering

1.
Each state party shall take the necessary measures to ensure that its domestic penal money laundering legislation also includes as predicate offenses those offenses established in the international instruments listed in Article 2 of this Convention.

2.
The money laundering predicate offenses referred to in paragraph 1 shall include those committed both within and outside the jurisdiction of the state party.

Article 7

Cooperation on border controls


1.
The states parties, consistent with their respective domestic legal and administrative regimes, shall promote cooperation and the exchange of information in order to improve border and customs control measures to detect and prevent the international movement of terrorists and trafficking in arms or other materials intended to support terrorist activities.


2.
In this context, they shall promote cooperation and the exchange of information to improve their controls on the issuance of travel and identity documents and to prevent their counterfeiting, forgery, or fraudulent use.


3.
Such measures shall be carried out without prejudice to applicable international commitments in relation to the free movement of people and the facilitation of commerce.

Article 8

Cooperation among law enforcement authorities

The states parties shall work closely with one another, consistent with their respective domestic legal and administrative systems, to enhance the effectiveness of law enforcement action to combat the offenses established in the international instruments listed in Article 2.  In this context, they shall establish and enhance, where necessary, channels of communication between their competent authorities in order to facilitate the secure and rapid exchange of information concerning all aspects of the offenses established in the international instruments listed in Article 2 of this Convention.

Article 9

Mutual legal assistance


The states parties shall afford one another the greatest measure of expeditious mutual legal assistance with respect to the prevention, investigation, and prosecution of the offenses established in the international instruments listed in Article 2 and proceedings related thereto, in accordance with applicable international agreements in force.  In the absence of such agreements, states parties shall afford one another expeditious assistance in accordance with their domestic law.

Article 10

Transfer of persons in custody


1.
A person who is being detained or is serving a sentence in the territory of one state party and whose presence in another state party is requested for purposes of identification, testimony, or otherwise providing assistance in obtaining evidence for the investigation or prosecution of offenses established in the international instruments listed in Article 2 may be transferred if the following conditions are met:



a.
The person freely gives his or her informed consent; and

b.
Both states agree, subject to such conditions as those states may deem appropriate.


2.
For the purposes of this article:

a.
The state to which the person is transferred shall have the authority and obligation to keep the person transferred in custody, unless otherwise requested or authorized by the state from which the person was transferred.

b.
The state to which the person is transferred shall without delay implement its obligation to return the person to the custody of the state from which the person was transferred as agreed beforehand, or as otherwise agreed, by the competent authorities of both states.

c.
The state to which the person is transferred shall not require the state from which the person was transferred to initiate extradition proceedings for the return of the person.

d.
The person transferred shall receive, for time spent in the custody of the state to which he or she was transferred, credit toward service of the sentence being served in the state from which he or she was transferred.


3.
Unless the state party from which a person is to be transferred in accordance with the present article so agrees, that person, whatever his or her nationality, shall not be prosecuted or detained or subjected to any other restriction of his or her personal liberty in the territory of the state to which that person is transferred in respect of acts or convictions prior to his or her departure from the territory of the state from which said person was transferred.

Article 11

Inapplicability of political offense exception

For the purposes of extradition or mutual legal assistance, none of the offenses established in the international instruments listed in Article 2 shall be regarded as a political offense or an offense connected with a political offense or an offense inspired by political motives.  Accordingly, a request for extradition or mutual legal assistance may not be refused on the sole ground that it concerns a political offense or an offense connected with a political offense or an offense inspired by political motives.
Article 12

Denial of refugee status

Each state party shall take appropriate measures, consistent with the relevant provisions of national and international law, for the purpose of ensuring that refugee status is not granted to any person in respect of whom there are serious reasons for considering that he or she has committed an offense established in the international instruments listed in Article 2 of this Convention.

Article 13

Denial of asylum


Each state party shall take appropriate measures, consistent with the relevant provisions of national and international law, for the purpose of ensuring that asylum is not granted to any person in respect of whom there are reasonable grounds to believe that he or she has committed an offense established in the international instruments listed in Article 2 of this Convention.

Article 14

Nondiscrimination


None of the provisions of this Convention shall be interpreted as imposing an obligation to provide mutual legal assistance if the requested state party has substantial grounds for believing that the request has been made for the purpose of prosecuting or punishing a person on account of that person’s race, religion, nationality, ethnic origin, or political opinion, or that compliance with the request would cause prejudice to that person’s position for any of these reasons.

Article 15

Human rights


1.
The measures carried out by the states parties under this Convention shall take place with full respect for the rule of law, human rights, and fundamental freedoms.


2.
Nothing in this Convention shall be interpreted as affecting other rights and obligations of states and individuals under international law, in particular the Charter of the United Nations, the Charter of the Organization of American States, international humanitarian law, international human rights law, and international refugee law.


3.
Any person who is taken into custody or regarding whom any other measures are taken or proceedings are carried out pursuant to this Convention shall be guaranteed fair treatment, including the enjoyment of all rights and guarantees in conformity with the law of the state in the territory of which that person is present and applicable provisions of international law.

Article 16

Training


1.
The states parties shall promote technical cooperation and training programs at the national, bilateral, subregional, and regional levels and in the framework of the Organization of American States to strengthen the national institutions responsible for compliance with the obligations assumed under this Convention.


2.
The states parties shall also promote, where appropriate, technical cooperation and training programs with other regional and international organizations conducting activities related to the purposes of this Convention.

Article 17

Cooperation through the Organization of American States

The states parties shall encourage the broadest cooperation within the pertinent organs of the Organization of American States, including the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), on matters related to the object and purposes of this Convention.

Article 18

Consultations among the parties


1.
The states parties shall hold periodic meetings of consultation, as appropriate, with a view to facilitating:

a.
The full implementation of this Convention, including the consideration of issues of interest relating thereto identified by the states parties; and

b.
The exchange of information and experiences on effective means and methods to prevent, detect, investigate, and punish terrorism.


2.
The Secretary General shall convene a meeting of consultation of the states parties after receiving the 10th instrument of ratification.  Without prejudice to this, the states parties may hold consultations as they consider appropriate.


3.
The states parties may request the pertinent organs of the Organization of American States, including CICTE, to facilitate the consultations referred to in the previous paragraphs and to provide other forms of assistance with respect to the implementation of this Convention.

Article 19

Exercise of jurisdiction


Nothing in this Convention entitles a state party to undertake in the territory of another state party the exercise of jurisdiction or performance of functions that are exclusively reserved to the authorities of that other state party by its domestic law.

Article 20

Depositary


The original instrument of this Convention, the English, French, Portuguese, and Spanish texts of which are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States.

Article 21

Signature and ratification


1.
This Convention is open for signature by all member states of the Organization of American States.


2.
This Convention is subject to ratification by the signatory states in accordance with their respective constitutional procedures.  The instruments of ratification shall be deposited with the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States.

Article 22

Entry into force


1.
This Convention shall enter into force on the 30th day following the date of deposit of the sixth instrument of ratification of the Convention with the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States.


2.
For each state ratifying the Convention after deposit of the sixth instrument of ratification, the Convention shall enter into force on the 30th day following the deposit by such state of its instrument of ratification.

Article 23

Denunciation


1.
Any state party may denounce this Convention by written notification to the Secretary General of the Organization of American States.  Denunciation shall take effect one year following the date on which notification is received by the Secretary General of the Organization.



2.
Such denunciation shall not affect any requests for information or assistance made during the time the Convention is in force for the denouncing state.
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AG/RES. 1842 (XXXII-O/02)

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS IN THE AMERICAS:  SUPPORT FOR THE INDIVIDUALS, GROUPS, AND ORGANIZATIONS OF CIVIL SOCIETY WORKING TO PROMOTE AND PROTECT HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE AMERICAS
(Adopted at the fourth plenary session held on June 4, 2002)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the report presented by the Permanent Council on the topic “Human Rights Defenders in the Americas:  Support for the Individuals, Groups, and Organizations of Civil Society Working to Promote and Protect Human Rights in the Americas,” in keeping with resolution AG/RES. 1818 (XXXI-O/01);

CONSIDERING that, at its thirty-first regular session, through the aforementioned resolution AG/RES. 1818 (XXXI-O/01), it instructed the Permanent Council, to continue to examine this matter in the context of the dialogue on strengthening and enhancing the inter-American human rights system and to present a report on implementation of the resolution;
CONSIDERING FURTHER:

That, in the context of the dialogue on the functioning of the system and pursuant to the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 1818 (XXXI-O/01), on November 15, 2001, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council held a meeting at which it considered the topic;

That the participants at that meeting included not only a representative of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, but also the Special Representative of the UN Secretary General on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders, who gave a presentation on the treatment of this issue in her area of competence; and

That the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) has expressed its concern over the situation of human rights defenders in the region, and has recommended to the member states that they should take the necessary steps to protect the lives, personal safety, and freedom of expression of those who work to ensure respect for fundamental rights, in accordance with the collective commitment expressed in resolutions AG/RES. 1671 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1711 (XXX-O/00), and AG/RES. 1818 (XXXI-O/01);

BEARING IN MIND the practice of the IACHR in this area and the measures it has taken to protect the fundamental rights of defenders; and, in particular, the decision taken on December 7, 2001, by the Executive Secretary of the Commission to establish an operational unit on human rights defenders, taking into account the mandate issued in resolution AG/RES. 1818 (XXXI-O/01);
RECALLING:

That, at the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City, Canada, the heads of state and government reiterated in the Declaration that their “commitment to full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms is based on shared principles and convictions” and reaffirmed in that Plan of Action that they will “seek to promote and give effect to the United Nations Declaration on Human Rights Defenders”; and

That the OAS General Assembly has previously made similar statements on this subject reiterating its recommendation that the member states “grant the necessary guarantees and facilities to enable nongovernmental human rights organizations to continue contributing to the promotion and protection of human rights, and that they respect the freedom and safety of the members of such organizations”;

RECOGNIZING the important work, at both the national and regional levels, of human rights defenders in the Americas, as well as their valuable contribution to the protection and promotion of fundamental rights and freedoms;

CONCERNED over the persistence in the Americas of actions that directly or indirectly prevent or hamper the work of individuals, groups, or organizations working to promote and protect fundamental rights; and

AWARE of the need to promote respect for the essential aims, principles, and standards set forth in inter-American and international instruments on this matter,

RESOLVES:

1.
To reiterate its support for the work carried out, at both the national and regional levels, by human rights defenders; and to recognize their valuable contribution to the protection, promotion, and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the Hemisphere.

2.
To condemn actions that directly or indirectly prevent or hamper the work of human rights defenders in the Americas.

3.
To urge member states to step up their efforts to adopt the necessary measures, in keeping with their domestic law and with internationally accepted principles and standards, to safeguard the lives, personal safety, and freedom of expression of human rights defenders.

4.
To invite member states to publicize and enforce the instruments of the inter-American system and the decisions of its bodies on this matter, as well as the United Nations Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.

5.
To invite the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to continue to pay due attention to the situation of human rights defenders in the Americas and to consider, inter alia, preparing a comprehensive study on the matter and to give due consideration to this situation at the level it may judge appropriate.

6.
To continue the dialogue and cooperation with the United Nations, in particular with the office of the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General to Report on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders, through the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Permanent Council.

7.
To instruct the Permanent Council to follow up on this resolution and to report on its implementation to the General Assembly at its thirty-third regular session.

8.
To direct that the mandates in this resolution be executed in accordance with the resources allocated in the program-budget and other resources.
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SUPPORT FOR AND FOLLOW-UP TO THE 
SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS PROCESS

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session held on June 4, 2002)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the Report of the Permanent Council on Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process 2001-2002 (CP/doc.3594/02), presented pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1824 (XXX1-O/01);


BEARING IN MIND the Summits initiatives emanating from the First Summit of the Americas (Miami, 1994); the Summit Conference on Sustainable Development (Santa Cruz de la Sierra, 1996); the Second Summit of the Americas (Santiago, 1998); and the Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec City, 2001);


RECALLING that, in resolution AG/RES. 1349 (XXV-O/95), the General Assembly established a Special Committee of the Permanent Council on Inter-American Summits Management, open to all member states, to ensure effective, timely, and appropriate follow-up to the activities assigned to the Organization by the Summit of the Americas and to coordinate OAS preparation, participation, and follow-up with regard to future Summits;


RECOGNIZING that the Special Committee has served as the framework for civil society participation in the Summits of the Americas process;

RECALLING ALSO:


The mandates set out in the Quebec City Plan of Action in the section on “Follow-up to the Plan of Action”; and


That the Declaration of Quebec City recognizes the significant results of the ministerial meetings held in support of the Summit mandates;


NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the creation of the Joint Summit Working Group, comprised of the Organization of American States (OAS), the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO), the Corporación Andina de Fomento, the Caribbean Development Bank, and the Central American Bank for Economic Integration, with the participation of the World Bank; and


RECOGNIZING the importance of coordinated, timely, and effective follow-up to the Quebec City Plan of Action and its predecessors, and of timely, effective support in the preparatory work for the Fourth Summit of the Americas, and the important role of the OAS therein,

RESOLVES:


1.
To renew the mandate to the Permanent Council to coordinate the activities assigned to the Organization of American States by the Summits of the Americas.


2.
To instruct the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to continue to give top priority to carrying out the initiatives assigned to them by the General Assembly, pursuant to the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, and to report regularly to the Special Committee in this regard.


3.
To request the General Secretariat to continue to act, through its Office of Summit Follow-up, as the technical secretariat and institutional memory of the Summits process, in accordance with the Plan of Action of the Quebec City Summit.


4.
To instruct the Permanent Council to continue facilitating the participation of civil society in the Summits of the Americas process.


5.
To recommend that the Joint Summit Working Group continue to serve as the coordinating mechanism for the institutions supporting the implementation of Summit mandates and to hold at least one high level meeting a year.


6.
To request the General Secretariat to continue providing the necessary support to ministerial and sectoral meetings related to the implementation of Summit mandates on topics relevant to the OAS.


7.
To instruct the Permanent Council to allocate resources in the program-budget of the Organization that allow for the execution of this resolution, and to instruct the Secretary General to seek additional resources to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution.


8.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the foreign ministers at the thirty-third regular session of the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution.
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AG/RES. 1849 (XXXII-O/02)

MEETING OF MINISTERS OF JUSTICE OR OF
MINISTERS OR ATTORNEYS GENERAL OF THE AMERICAS
(Adopted at the fourth plenary session held on June 4, 2002)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the Final Report of the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-IV/doc.24/02 rev. 2), held in Trinidad and Tobago from March 10 to 13, 2002;


RECALLING that, in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government decided that they would:


Continue to support the work done in the context of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice and Attorneys General of the Americas ... and the implementation of their conclusions and recommendations;

Implement collective strategies, including those that emerge from the Meetings of Ministers of Justice of the Americas, to enhance the institutional ability of states to exchange information and evidence … and strengthen cooperation … to jointly combat emerging forms of transnational criminal activity;

Develop an exchange of best practices and recommendations, through the Meetings of Ministers of Justice … [to] improve prison conditions throughout the Hemisphere; and

Establish, in the OAS, an Internet-based network of information among competent legal authorities on extradition and mutual legal assistance;


CONSIDERING that REMJA-IV, convened within the framework of the OAS, adopted, inter alia, the following recommendations:

That it “initiate a process aimed at the adoption of a hemispheric Plan of Action in the area of mutual legal and judicial cooperation in order to join forces to combat the various manifestations of transnational organized crime and terrorism, in keeping with the commitment made by the Heads of State and Government at the Third Summit of the Americas”;

That, “in the framework of the work of the Special Group of the OAS Permanent Council entrusted with implementing the REMJA recommendations, a group of governmental experts ... be convened as soon as possible,” with the mandate of drawing up a proposed hemispheric Plan of Action, to be submitted to REMJA-V “for consideration and approval”; 

That “the Working Group, made up of Argentina, The Bahamas, Canada, and El Salvador, with the support of the OAS General Secretariat, continue its activities” so that the Information Exchange Network for Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters may extend to all states of the Americas and be gradually upgraded;

That, “in the framework of the OAS, a meeting be convened of officials responsible for the penitentiary and prison policies of the OAS member states for the purpose, inter alia, of promoting the exchange of information and experiences among them ..., including the proposal to set up a permanent information exchange network in this area”; and

That, “in the framework of the activities of the OAS working group to follow up on the REMJA recommendations, the Group of Governmental Experts on Cyber-Crime be reconvened and given the following mandate:  (a) to follow up on implementation of the recommendations prepared by that Group and adopted by REMJA-III, and (b) to consider the preparation of pertinent inter-American legal instruments and model legislation,”

RESOLVES:


1.
To express its appreciation to the Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago for hosting the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas and for its efficient organization of the Meeting, which helped to make it a success.


2.
To instruct the Permanent Council to:

a.
Follow up on implementation of the recommendations adopted by REMJA-IV.

b.
Convene, as soon as possible, a group of government experts in mutual legal and judicial cooperation in criminal matters, including the central authorities for the inter-American treaties on legal and judicial cooperation in this area, for the purpose of adopting the hemispheric plan of action referred to in the REMJA-IV recommendations, with a view to its presentation to REMJA-V for consideration.

c.
Reconvene the Group of Government Experts on Cyber-Crime for the purpose of carrying out the mandates referred to in the REMJA-IV recommendations.

d.
Convene a meeting of authorities responsible for penitentiary and prison policies in the OAS member states, pursuant to the REMJA-IV recommendation.


3.
To support the holding of a meeting of the central authorities and other experts on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters and accept the offer of the Government of Canada to host this meeting. 


4.
To request the General Secretariat to provide any necessary technical support for implementing the REMJA-IV recommendations as well as the provisions of this resolution.


5.
To request the Permanent Council to follow up on this resolution, which will be implemented in accordance with the resources allocated in the program-budget and other resources, and to request it to present a report on implementation of this resolution to the General Assembly at its thirty-third regular session.
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AG/RES. 1852 (XXXII-O/02)

INCREASING AND STRENGTHENING

CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES 

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session held on June 4, 2002)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the Report of the Permanent Council on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CP/doc.3599/02);

RECALLING its resolutions AG/RES. 1668 (XXIX-O/99), “Strengthening Cooperation between Governments and Civil Society,” and AG/RES. 1707 (XXX-O/00) and AG/RES. 1834 (XXXI-O/01), “The Organization of American States and Civil Society”;

RECALLING ALSO the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities (The Guidelines), adopted by the Permanent Council through its resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), and endorsed by the General Assembly through its resolution AG/RES. 1707 (XXX-O/00);

BEARING IN MIND that the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas states that, among other initiatives, governments will develop strategies at the national level and through the OAS to increase the capacity of civil society to participate more fully in the inter-American system;

REAFFIRMING that men and women have the right to participate, with equality and equity, in decision-making processes affecting their lives and well-being, and that the diversity of opinion, experience, and technical expertise of civil society constitute a significant and valuable resource for initiatives and responses of government and democratic institutions;


RECOGNIZING the importance of the participation of civil society organizations to consolidating democracy in all member states and the significant contribution they can make to the activities of the OAS and of the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system;


RECOGNIZING ALSO that civil society participation in OAS activities should be carried out in a context of close collaboration between the political and institutional bodies of the Organization;


NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the recommendations and the dialogue arising from the special meeting of the Committee held on March 22, 2002, which involved active participation by civil society organizations from all regions of the Hemisphere; and

NOTING ALSO that the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, has begun to discuss strategies to increase civil society participation in the Organization,

RESOLVES:

1. To instruct the Permanent Council:

a. To devise, hold consultations on, and adopt strategies for increasing and strengthening civil society participation in OAS activities;

b. To evaluate the implementation of the guidelines governing relations between civil society organizations and the OAS, taking into consideration the conclusions and recommendations of the Committee;

c. To facilitate contributions by civil society organizations to its work and to that of its subsidiary bodies in the areas of competence of those organizations, taking into account the existing informal participation of civil society organizations in those bodies;

d. To hold a special meeting of the Committee to strengthen dialogue between OAS organs, agencies, and entities and accredited civil society organizations and to assess progress made by the Organization and the contributions of civil society organizations to those achievements; and

e. To analyze the feasibility of establishing a specific voluntary fund to support the participation of accredited civil society organizations in the special meeting of the Committee mentioned in the preceding operative subparagraph.
2. To instruct the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to continue to facilitate contributions by civil society organizations in the areas of competence of those organizations to its work and that of its subsidiary bodies, in accordance with the Strategic Plan for Cooperation for Development.

3. To instruct the General Secretariat:

a. To facilitate contributions by civil society organizations to the activities of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization;

b. To continue to support member states that so request in their efforts to increase the institutional capacity of their government to receive, absorb, and act on civil society input and advocacy, if possible through the use of information and communication technologies;
c. To promote the accreditation of new civil society organizations for participation in OAS activities, in particular those related to the Summits process; and
d. To continue to consolidate a database on best practices of civil society participation in the OAS, based on the guidelines adopted for such purposes.
4. To instruct the General Secretariat to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution within the resources allocated in the program-budget and other resources.

5. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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AG/RES. 1853 (XXXII-O/02)

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM ON THE PROMOTION OF WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS AND GENDER EQUITY AND EQUALITY

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session held on June 4, 2002)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

BEARING IN MIND the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), “Adoption and Implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality";

RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 1777 (XXXI-O/01), “Implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality,” whereby the General Assembly received the first report of the Secretary General on implementation of the Program;


RECALLING ALSO resolution AG/RES. 1741 (XXX-O/00), “Integrating a Gender Perspective in the Summits of the Americas,” which recommended that the Meetings of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States be held every four years, and that they take the Inter-American Program into account and contribute to the preparatory and follow-up activities of the Summits of the Americas;

CONSIDERING that the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality has as objectives the integration of a gender perspective as a decisive strategy for implementing the Program and achievement of the ultimate goal, namely, the promotion and protection of women’s human rights and gender equity and equality;

REAFFIRMING the commitment undertaken at the highest level in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, section 15 of which expresses support for this Program;

EMPHASIZING that the adoption of the Inter-American Program reaffirmed the states’ commitment to combat all forms of discrimination and to promote equal rights and opportunity for women and men, with a gender perspective, which will require the ongoing participation of the OAS and, in particular, of the CIM, as the principal forum for generating hemispheric policy on gender equity and equality, as well as cooperation between the OAS and the different regional and subregional agencies and entities;


WELCOMING the establishment of the ad hoc inter-Institutional Forum on Gender Equality,

RESOLVES:

1.
To receive with satisfaction the second report on the implementation and promotion of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00)].

2.
To reaffirm the governments’ commitment to integrate a gender perspective into their national programs and policies.

3.
To welcome the support received from the Secretary General and urge him to continue his efforts to implement the objectives of the Inter-American Program and promote the integration of a gender perspective into the Organization’s activities, policies, programs, projects, and agendas.

4.
To instruct the Secretary General and the Permanent Council:

a.
To continue allocating to the Inter-American Commission of Women, in the program-budget for 2003, the human and financial resources it needs to act as an organ for follow-up, coordination, and evaluation of the Inter-American Program and of actions taken to implement that Program, bearing in mind the other priorities of the Organization; and

b.
In the 2003 budget, under Subprogram 10W OAS Conferences to assign the funds needed to hold meetings to follow up on the Program, including of the ad hoc inter-Institutional Forum on Gender Equality; 

c.
To take into account, in the budget to be approved in 2004, the second Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States, which should be convened in April 2004.

5.
To request the Secretary General to instruct the OAS organs, agencies, and entities, through the appropriate channels, to include in their reports to the General Assembly a detailed account of the measures taken to implement the Inter-American Program and to mainstream the gender perspective into the programs, projects, and activities carried out.


6.
To request the Secretary General to report to the thirty-third regular session of the General Assembly on the implementation of this program by the organs and agencies of the inter-American system.
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AG/RES. 1854 (XXXII-O/02)

POVERTY, EQUITY, AND SOCIAL INCLUSION

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session held on June 4, 2002)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN resolution AG/RES. 1512 (XXVII-O/97), “Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty and Discrimination,” and the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005, and resolution CIDI/RES. 113 (VII-O/02), "Poverty, Equity and Social Inclusion";

CONSIDERING:


That Article 2.g of the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes that one of the essential purposes of the Organization is to eradicate extreme poverty, which constitutes an obstacle to the full democratic development of the peoples of the Hemisphere;

That the Declaration of the Third Summit of the Americas noted that "we will spare no effort to free our fellow citizens from the dehumanizing conditions of extreme poverty";


That the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005 underscores that the struggle against poverty and inequality and especially the eradication of the extreme poverty is a common and shared responsibility of the member states, and are essential factors in promoting and consolidating democracy;

That the Inter-American Program to Combat Poverty and Discrimination declares that overcoming poverty and discrimination requires the application of comprehensive policies that are defined and applied by the state with the full participation of all sectors of society and that economic growth is an essential but insufficient factor in enhancing the quality of life, overcoming poverty, and eliminating discrimination and social exclusion;


That the Inter-American Democratic Charter reaffirms "that the fight against poverty, and especially the elimination of extreme poverty, is essential to the promotion and consolidation of democracy and constitutes a common and shared responsibility of the American States";


That the Consensus of Monterrey includes the commitment "to promoting national and global economic systems based on the principles of justice, equity, democracy, participation, transparency, accountability and inclusion,"

RESOLVES:


1.
To reiterate that the fight against poverty is a priority and constant concern of the member states and that the OAS should support their efforts to reduce the level of poverty in the Hemisphere.
2.
To convoke, in the framework of CIDI, a high level meeting during the last quarter of 2002 to address the challenges that poverty, equity, and social inclusion present for the inter-American system.

3.
To suggest that the program for the meeting include, inter alia, the following points: a) the role of the OAS in hemispheric social development, and b) the identification of mechanisms to promote cooperation for development and exchange on effective and efficient programs to combat poverty.

4.
To thank and accept the generous offer of Venezuela to host the high level meeting in Caracas.

5.
To instruct the General Secretariat to provide, through the Unit for Social Development and Education and in coordination with the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), technical and secretariat support to hold this meeting.

6.
To instruct the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to jointly and in light of the results of said high level meeting, define new actions to strengthen the existing mechanisms of cooperation with the objective of supporting the OAS member states in combating poverty.
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AG/RES. 1855 (XXXII-O/02)

ADOPTION OF THE STRATEGIC PLAN FOR PARTNERSHIP

FOR DEVELOPMENT 2002-2005

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session held on June 4, 2002)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:


Article 95 of the OAS Charter, which establishes that “[i]n order to achieve its various goals, especially in the specific area of technical cooperation, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) shall:  a) formulate and recommend to the General Assembly a strategic plan which sets forth policies, programs, and courses of action in matters of cooperation for integral development, within the framework of the general policy and priorities defined by the General Assembly
”; 

Resolution CIDI/RES. 102 (V-O/00), "Conclusions and Recommendations of the Ministerial Dialogue of the Fifth Meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development
,” which provides guidelines for the preparation of the new Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005; and

Resolution AG/RES. 1806 (XXXI-O/01), "Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005," which authorizes CIDI to approve, at its Sixth Regular Meeting, the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005 ad referendum of the thirty-second regular session of the General Assembly, and to begin its implementation on January 1, 2002
; and

Resolution CIDI/RES. 105 (VI-O/01) "Adoption of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005" by which the CIDI meeting adopted such Plan ad referendum of the General Assembly,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the experience acquired in implementing the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 1997-2001, and the start-up of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development in 2000; and

CONSIDERING:

That the Declaration and Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City accords the OAS a key role in implementing the decisions of the Summits of the Americas; 

That the venue for implementing the Plan of Action of the Summits of the Americas, in the priority areas of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005, is the Inter-American Council for Integral Development; and

That the member states have decided to conduct technical cooperation activities for development that contribute to fulfillment of the mandates of the Third Summit of the Americas,

RESOLVES:

1. To adopt the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005 appended to this resolution.

2. To instruct CEPCIDI to review the statutes and procedures to determine whether they need to be amended in view of the entry into force of the new Strategic Plan and to facilitate its implementation.

STRATEGIC PLAN FOR PARTNERSHIP FOR DEVELOPMENT

2002-2005

STRATEGIC PLAN FOR PARTNERSHIP FOR DEVELOPMENT

2002-2005

I.
Preamble

The struggle against poverty and inequality, and especially the eradication of extreme poverty is a common and shared responsibility of the member states, and are essential factors in promoting and consolidating democracy.  Furthermore, the need to achieve integral, just and sustainable social and economic development continues to pose a daunting challenge for the Hemisphere. 

These principles have been front and center on the agenda of the OAS with the establishment of CIDI, and of the Summits of the Americas Process since 1994 and, especially, at the Quebec City Summit in April 2001 when Heads of State and Government placed emphasis on developing a coherent, results-oriented political, economic and social agenda, with a focus on people and social equity.  Leaders placed special emphasis on the need to develop strong social initiatives to ensure a balanced Summit Plan of Action. In this context, based on principles of the Charter of the OAS, on the Summits mandates, priorities set out at inter-American meetings of ministers, and the Strategic Plan of 1997-2001, the member states have adopted this Strategic Plan that will guide the partnership for development activities of the Organization in the 2002-2005 period.

Partnership for development embraces all the member states, regardless of their level of development.  This entails overcoming the traditional aid-oriented approach and developing instead forms of cooperation based on a partnership which, without attempting to impose models, would support economic and social measures taken by countries for their development, particularly those to combat poverty.  It pays particular attention to horizontal and multilateral cooperation, and to the participation of communities, civil society and the private sectors in solving problems.  This concept of cooperation also means that the OAS limited resources must be effectively targeted at the most pressing needs of the member states, especially those with smaller and most vulnerable economies.

II.
Objectives

This Strategic Plan establishes a framework for action at two strategic levels.  First, the policy level that aims at strengthening the dialogue as well as the institutional arrangements and mechanisms that are critical to the ability of both governments and the General Secretariat to implement the Plan. The second, the programmatic level, identifies a number of priority areas that are of special concern to member states and in which the OAS enjoys a comparative advantage.  These objectives are a combination of new as well as a consolidation of existing practices. They are intended to generate and implement policies for the reduction of poverty and inequality, as well as to follow up and implement the mandates of the Summits of the Americas.

Strategic Objective 1:
Improve Mechanisms for Policy Dialogue

Ensure that the ministerial, sectoral, and inter-American committees’ meetings are adequately prepared for substantive policy dialogue.  Furthermore, that they address critical areas of common concern, and are action oriented. 
Strategies

· Provide the ministerial, sectoral and inter-American committees’ meetings with research and in-depth background papers on current and emergent issues in the priority areas of interest, to facilitate formulation of the appropriate policies.

· Identify or create the appropriate institutional framework for follow-up and implementation of the activities and actions identified and agreed to at these meetings and provide it with the appropriate support. 
· Enhance the process for evaluating the results of the meetings and monitoring the implementation of the activities arising from these meetings. 

Strategic Objective 2:  Building and Strengthening Partnerships 


Establish new and strengthen existing strategic alliances with governmental, non-governmental, national, regional and multilateral development institutions, as well as with the private sector and civil society, to enhance the capacity to implement this Plan. 

Strategies

· Promote the exchange of information, experience, best practices and expertise.

· Facilitate consultation, collaboration and coordination for the purpose of programming joint cooperation activities. 

· Establish and consolidate networks in priority areas of the Strategic Plan. 

· Increase and enhance the General Secretariat’s responsibility to establish and develop partnerships. 

· Maximize the use of information and communication technology in the activities related to the building and strengthening of partnerships. 

Strategic Objective 3:  Capacity Building


Enhance the capacity of institutions in the member states to design and implement cooperation programs, projects and activities and strengthen the capacity of individuals to contribute to the social and economic development of their countries. 

Strategies:

· Develop training programs and workshops, including distance learning.

· Promote consultation and coordination to ensure the effective preparation of multilateral projects.

· Promote horizontal cooperation and the exchange of information on best practices in the design and execution of activities.

· Promote the use of appropriate technologies for information and communication. 

· Organize meetings and workshops to contribute the effective preparation of multilateral projects. 

Strategic Objective 4:  Resource Mobilization


Secure increased financial and non-financial resources from diverse sources, with special emphasis on non-reimbursable funding, for the implementation of this Plan.

Strategies

· Secure a continuing base of support from donors already committed to partnership for development.

· Promote cooperation of national and multilateral agencies, private and public foundations and international financial institutions and corporations.

· Develop contractual relationships with private sector institutions to obtain reimbursable financing.

III.
Priorities

Based on the proposed objectives, the accumulated experience in the implementation of the Strategic Plan 1997 – 2001, and taking into consideration the mandates from the Summits of the Americas, as guides to the formulation of this Strategic Plan, the activities of partnership for development for the 2002-2005 period will focus on the following areas: 

· Social Development and Creation of Productive Employment

· Education

· Economic Diversification and Integration, Trade Liberalization and Market Access

· Scientific Development and Exchange and Transfer of Technology

· Strengthening of Democratic Institutions

· Sustainable Tourism Development

· Sustainable Development and Environment

· Culture

Cross Cutting Themes

It is recognized that the participation and the experience of civil society, through democratic processes, constitutes one of the vital elements for the success of development policies carried out by the governments. Furthermore, the protection of the environment and the sustainable use of natural resources are essential to prosperity, and the development of human resources is key to sustaining economic growth and reducing poverty.  Likewise, women's empowerment, their full and equal participation in the development of our societies, and their equal opportunities to exercise leadership are all central to integral development and the elimination of the broad range of inequalities that still exist. 

Therefore, the programs, projects and activities of partnership for development (henceforth cooperation activities) in the above mentioned priority areas, must integrate, to the extent possible, as elements in their formulation, implementation and evaluation, the following: a) civil society participation; b) environmental considerations; c) development of human resources; and d) gender equality and equity. 
The sectoral authorities, through decisions adopted at meetings held within the sphere of CIDI, may recommend adjustments to the content of the priorities defined below.

SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE CREATION OF PRODUCTIVE EMPLOYMENT


Economic growth with equity is a basic condition for promoting a better quality of life, overcoming poverty, and eliminating discrimination and social exclusion, in particular of the most vulnerable groups in the society. Employment is the most direct link between economic activity and increasing the standard of living of all peoples.  It is essential to boost the productivity of the inhabitants of the Americas by supporting productive and entrepreneurial initiatives. In this framework, the focus will be on: 

· Contributing to the efforts of member states to build the  capacity of Ministries of Labor to develop and implement effective policies on labor and labor markets;

· Contributing to the efforts of member states to strengthen information systems related to the functioning of the labor market and analysis of strategies for training and certification in job-related competencies as tools for advancing in market requirements;

· Implement programs aimed at improving labor conditions, with particular emphasis on health and safety in the workplace.

· Promoting public awareness regarding the ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work and its Follow-up, and initiatives involving the public and private sector to enhance respect for these rights.

· Supporting initiatives aimed at increasing the productivity and market access of small and microenterprises.

· Supporting the development and implementation of policies and programs aimed at facilitating access to the labor market and improving working conditions for people in all countries in the region, with special attention to those in the informal sector, to people belonging to ethnic and religious minorities, other vulnerable persons including women, youth, indigenous, migrant workers, persons with disabilities and persons with HIV/AIDS.

EDUCATION

Education is indispensable to strengthening democratic institutions, promoting the development of human potential, alleviating poverty, and fostering greater understanding among peoples. Educational processes should be strengthened in order to contribute to the knowledge, values and attitudes that favor the recognition of diversity, tolerance and mutual respect, non-violence, the values of justice, social equity, cooperation and partnership among the people.  It is essential that quality education must be available to all, particularly children and youth whose participation is limited because of gender, women, inhabitants of rural, marginalized areas, people with disabilities, indigenous peoples, and minority groups.  In this framework, the focus will be on: 

· Promoting the principles of equity, quality, relevance and efficiency at all levels of education through partnership for development activities;

· Strengthening school management models that encourage greater community participation;

· Supporting efforts aimed at educational reform, particularly with regard to educational methods, curriculum development, educational administration and resource mobilization, among others;
· Supporting ongoing teacher education and training;
· Supporting countries in the implementation of projects and activities in secondary education and higher education that meet the needs of a constantly evolving labor market.

· Advancing the use of new technologies and teaching methods, to enhance equity and quality in education. 

· Supporting ongoing regional projects for comparable indicators and educational assessment. 

· Supporting the mobility, between countries of the Hemisphere, of students, teachers and administrator at institution of higher education and of teachers and administrators at elementary and secondary levels.

ECONOMIC DIVERSIFICATION AND INTEGRATION, TRADE LIBERALIZATION, AND MARKET ACCESS 


The creation and consolidation of a Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) will lead to substantive progress in trade liberalization.  The direct results of this action will benefit the economic development of the member states.  In this framework, the focus will be on: 

· Providing technical assistance on FTAA issues to member states and, particularly, small economies, to facilitate their integration into the FTAA process.

· Strengthening inter-institutional cooperation on trade issues by means of subregional and regional forums.

· Supporting activities aimed at widely publicizing in civil society the benefits of economic integration.

· Supporting activities to enhance the competitiveness of member states, particularly those with smallest economies.

· Supporting the projects and initiatives that strengthen the capacity of the business sector to generate employment and promote social well being via foreign trade.
SCIENTIFIC DEVELOPMENT AND EXCHANGE AND TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY


Science, technology and innovation have a fundamental strategic role in the integral development.  The promotion, exchange and transfer of technology allows for the rapid advancement in the formation of societies with greater scientific and technical knowledge and skills, and better comparative advantages. In this framework the focus will be on:

· Promoting the public understanding of science and technology needed to advance the establishment and the consolidation of a scientific culture in the region and to stimulate of science and technology research and education in the region in order to enhance regional connectivity, through information and communication technologies essential for building knowledge-based societies;

· Supporting the development of high-level human capital for the development of science and technology research and innovation that would encourage the strengthening of the agricultural, industrial, commercial, and business sectors as well as the sustainability of the environment;
· Promoting, with the support of existing cooperation mechanisms, the development of the regional program of science and technology indicators taking into account the need for standardized criteria among member states to develop those indicators;

· Fostering the implementation and follow-up of the scientific and technological activities mentioned above, with the support of hemispheric cooperation and coordination mechanisms related to this field.

STRENGTHENING OF DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS


Democracy and social and economic development are interdependent and mutually reinforcing. Effective, efficient government institutions, transparency, public accountability, and the separation of powers are cornerstones of integral development.  In this framework, the focus will be on: 

· Promoting the use of technology, cooperation, and sharing of information, experiences, and best practices to facilitate public engagement and transparency in governmental decision-making processes. 

· Contributing to the efforts of member states in the development of educational programs to teach democracy and human rights, including the human rights of women.

· Promoting cooperation between states for the application of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, particularly through government officials responsible for ethics and representatives of civil society.

· Promoting policies, processes, and mechanisms conducive to protecting the public interest and the use of mechanisms for public officials to issue a statement of personal net worth.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF TOURISM

Tourism’s potential as an engine of sustainable economic growth and development of the member states is widely recognized.  Enhancing the region’s competitiveness in this sector requires continuous diversification, innovation and upgrading of the tourism product. In this framework, the focus will be on:

· Supporting member states in their efforts to develop the tourism sector as an integral part of their development policies;

· Increasing the focus on product development, especially the development of products for niche markets;

· Developing and adopting products standards in keeping with the international tourism market;

· Promoting the sustainable development of tourism, fostering public awareness on the importance of the linkage between tourism and the environment; 

· Adopting and using information and communication technology as a management and marketing tool;

· Supporting education, at all levels, as well as the development and training of human resources in the tourism industry;

· Supporting the dialogue between the public and private sector aimed at strengthening the sustainable development of the tourism industry;

· Promoting confidence-building measures through improved security at airports, seaports and borders;

· Assisting in the design and the implementation of targeted marketing and promotional strategies in order to develop and expand the tourism industry.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND THE ENVIRONMENT


Environmental protection and the sustainable use of natural resources are essential to prosperity, and to the sustainability of our economies, the quality of life and the health of present and future generations. In this framework, the focus will be on: 

· Supporting efforts of member states in the development of policies, legislation, agreements, standards, and investments to promote the use of clean energy and technologies prevent pollution and the deterioration of natural resources and remedy their serious effects where they are found to exist. 

· Contributing to efforts to reduce vulnerability to natural disasters, and preventing and adapting to global climate change, in accordance with relevant international agreements. 
· Promoting public participation in sustainable development efforts as an integral component of natural resource planning and management, so as to ensure that the interests of the communities will be taken into account. 

· Promoting national and regional consultation and coordination, as appropriate, to ensure that economic, social, and environmental policies are mutually supportive and contribute to sustainable development, based on the existing initiatives of the relevant regional and international organizations. 

· Promoting improved environmental management at the municipal level, through exchange of information between local communities and capacity building, including strengthening of local institutions and services. 

· Contributing to the efforts of the member states to develop educational and public information programs that stimulate awareness on the sustainable use of natural resources and conservation of the environment.

CULTURE

Respect and appreciation for cultural diversity contribute to social and economic vitality and are factors that help promote governability, social cohesion, human development, human rights, and peaceful coexistence in the Hemisphere.  In this framework, the focus will be on: 

· Supporting programs that promote respect, awareness and appreciation for the ethnic, religious, racial, and linguistic diversity that enriches the cultural identity of the member states.

· Supporting initiatives designed to recognize promote and disseminate the unique cultures of indigenous peoples and their contribution to the creation of national identities in the member states in which they reside.

· Contributing to the preservation of the collective memory and historical and cultural patrimony of the member states, through the promotion of cultural industries and training in the administration of cultural institutions, among others.

IV.
Mechanisms


In order to achieve the partnership for development objectives previously indicated, the following execution and financing mechanisms are to be used:


1.
Execution Mechanisms:

a.
Political Dialogue: The Inter-American Council for Integral Development

CIDI will serve as the main forum for inter-American dialogue within the OAS in areas related to social and economic development.  It will also generate mechanisms to strengthen the partnership for development and will act as a catalyst in mobilizing human, technical, and financial resources and in implementing the mandates emanating from the Summits of the Americas in their particular areas of competence.

CIDI will promote, facilitate, and guide the hemispheric dialogue on sectoral and specialized policies on topics related to the social and economic development of the hemisphere.  In so doing, it will give priority to commitments made by the Heads of State and Government at the Summits of the Americas.  To this end, CIDI will create and promote mechanisms for preparation of the dialogues, it will support ministerial meetings in its area of competence, it will implement the relevant mandates, and it will promote coordination among the different regional or sub-regional financial and development institutions and agencies working in the field.

In these efforts, CIDI will be guided by the basic need to provide maximum support for the specialized or sectoral meetings that define policies and activities in the priority areas of the Strategic Plan, particularly those in the sectoral areas derived from the Summit of the Americas process.  The Executive Secretariat for Integral Development will be responsible for providing support for these meetings, and for taking the necessary steps to ensure that the meetings are adequately prepared and fully support the implementation of their decisions.  It will accomplish this by coordinating the relevant Units of the General Secretariat and the IACD.

b.
Programs, Projects and Activities:

Partnership for development activities carried out in the framework of the Organization of American States must be consistent with this Strategic Plan, maintain an appropriate geographic balance, and, to the extent possible, will promote horizontal cooperation, a multilateral focus, the exchange of best practices and the development and strengthening of strategic alliances. 

c.
Training Programs

The development of human potential was given the highest importance in the framework of the Third Summit of the Americas in Quebec City, Canada. Development of human resources is an indispensable component of partnership for development, recognized as a cross cutting theme in this Strategic Plan.
Accordingly, the fellowship, scholarship and training program will be strengthened and improved in order to encompass a wider range of learning opportunities, as well as professional and academic exchanges, distance education, and other similar activities.

Advantage will also be taken of the different instruments provided by new information and communication technologies, to benefit from systems of distance learning, multimedia and education by satellite.

1. Financing


a.
Special Multilateral Fund of CIDI (FEMCIDI)


The voluntary contributions of member states to the activities carried out under the Strategic Plan are credited to FEMCIDI, and placed in the sectoral accounts associated with the priority areas of the Plan and/or in the Integral Development Account, in accordance with the Statute. 

The partnership for development activities financed by this fund, should include, whenever possible, strategies for co-financing, self-sustainability and mobilization of external resources.


b.
Specific and Trust Funds


Contributions or donations made for a specific purpose by any state or public or private entity for implementation of partnership projects or activities may go into a Specific Fund or a Trust Fund managed by the OAS General Secretariat.  They will be allocated in accordance with the terms of written agreements between the contributors and the OAS General Secretariat, pursuant to the General Standards.


Specific Funds, with multiple donors, may develop new methods of programming and implementing projects that include the participation of all donors. 


c.
Regular Fund


The resources of the OAS Regular Fund will be used to finance CIDI and its subsidiary organs and agencies and the regular operations of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development.  They will also go to the technical supervision and administrative support of multilateral programs for integral development, based on specific approval of the funds in the program-budget by the General Assembly.


d.
Additional Resources for Financing Cooperation Activities



i)
Non-reimbursable Resources


The IACD will take those measures necessary to diversify sources of non-reimbursable financing for partnership activities and projects and increase existing resources. To this end, efforts will be concentrated on: 

a. Promote an increase and greater use of specific funds to strengthen cooperation among member states.

b. Promote contributions from observer states and the private sector for specific activities.

c. Seek new methods of co-financing which encourage direct participation by communities including both the private and public sector.

d. Develop project formulation methodologies that can attract both direct funding, as well as non-financial contributions such as offers of training or experts.

ii. Reimbursable Resources

For the purpose of offering alternative sources of financing, the IACD will identify and facilitate to member states lines of credit and other mechanisms of reimbursable financing, subject to the policy guidance provided by the Management Board.

V.
The Cooperation Actors


1.
The Member States

The member states define the policies of partnership for development, through the decisions adopted by the General Assembly, CIDI, CEPCIDI, as well as the Management Board of the IACD, who will establish the mechanisms of identification, processing, programming, budget, execution, and monitor and evaluate partnership for development activities with the intention of making them more effective and efficient.

Within the spirit of the partnership for development, the national institutions taking part in the development, organization and execution of cooperation activities, will have to take into account the priority areas and the guidelines contained in this Strategic Plan, to ensure that the projects and activities related to the Plan are tied to mandates of Summits and give priority to those of a multilateral character.  Also, they will contribute, within their possibilities, complementary financial, human or material resources.

Member states, through the exchange of information on best practices and experts in the priority areas, will assist other countries in their efforts to improve the design of proposed partnership for development activities and projects and to implement them.  The IACD will provide the necessary technical assistance to achieve this goal.

2.
The OAS General Secretariat

The General Secretariat, through SEDI, will provide support to CIDI’s forums for dialogue and its subsidiary bodies to generate and implement policies for integral development.  The IACD will provide the technical support required by the member states for the implementation of the present Plan.  The General Secretariat will promote and support the implementation of partnership for development activities and will assist in the implementation of this Plan.  The SEDI will coordinate the cooperation activities of the different Units, Offices, and other dependencies of the General Secretariat related to the priority areas covered by the Plan in keeping with the mechanisms established by the Secretary General.

The IACD, in keeping with its Statutes, should promote, coordinate, manage, and facilitate the planning, financing and execution of partnership for development programs, projects and activities, in particular, in the framework of this Plan. 

VI.
Evaluation and Monitoring of the Strategic Plan

CIDI is responsible for monitoring and evaluating fulfillment of the Strategic Plan.  In the framework of its regular meeting, CIDI shall evaluate partnership for development activities and the monitoring of the policies defined.  To this end SEDI shall present to CIDI, through CEPCIDI, a qualitative and quantitative reports on the evaluation of the implementation of policies and on the results achieved in partnership for development activities carried out in the framework of this Plan, in terms of their impact, efficacy and efficiency, use of resources and of the quality of technical cooperation services rendered.

To achieve this, the IACD is to implement mechanisms to monitor and evaluate the performance of the projects financed with funds entrusted to the management of the IACD, so that they contribute to increase its efficiency, effectiveness, impact and sustainability.  These mechanisms will define where appropriate, the participation of the Units, Offices of the General Secretariat in the member states and other dependencies of the General Secretariat, as well as the frequency whereupon the executing institutions must present reports on the projects that they execute. 
Based on the evaluation reports presented, CIDI can modify the strategic plan fitting its execution and the designated objectives.
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AG/RES. 1858 (XXXII-O/02)

REPORT OF THE XII INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE

OF MINISTERS OF LABOR

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session held on June 4, 2002)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolution CIDI/RES. 121 (VII-O/02) “Report of the XII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:


That the XII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor was held as planned on October 17 to 19, 2001, in Ottawa, Canada;


That the XII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor adopted resolution TRABAJO/doc.36/01 rev. 2 corr. 1, Declaration and Plan of Action of Ottawa, which looked ahead to holding the XIII Conference in Rio de Janeiro, Federative Republic of Brazil in 2003, and called for the support of the Technical Secretariat of the OAS for implementation of the Plan of Action and the functioning of the working groups; and


That the same Conference also adopted resolutions TRABAJO/RES. 1, 2, 3, in support of the continuation and strengthening of the activities of the SISMEL project concerning information on labor markets; support for the peace process in Colombia; and on the pronouncement of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor against international terrorism, respectively;

CONSIDERING:


That at the Third Summit of the Americas, celebrated in Quebec City, the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed the fundamental importance of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor; supported the preparatory process for the Twelfth Conference in 2001, and directed ministers to build upon the Viña del Mar declaration; and


That the General Secretariat, through the Social Development and Education Unit, in its capacity as Technical Secretariat for the Conference, prepared at that time the Final Report of the Meeting as well as a Summary Report on the Meeting,

RESOLVES:


1.
To thank the Government of Canada for its efforts in organizing and conducting the XII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor.


2.
To take note of the Final Report of the XII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor and thank the General Secretariat for the documented report.


3.
To accept the generous offer of the Government of Brazil to serve as the site for the XIII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, in Rio de Janeiro, in October 2003.


4.
To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Social Development and Education Unit, in its capacity as Technical Secretariat and the Executive Secretariat of CIDI, to continue supporting the process of meetings of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor.


5.
To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development and the Social Development and Education Unit, to undertake efforts to identify new resources to support the development of multilateral projects of member states on the themes presented in the mandates of the Third Summit of the Americas, the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005, and the Declaration and Plan of Action of Ottawa and its Working Groups emanating from the XII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor.

AG/RES. 1868 (XXXII-O/02)

FIRST INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF MINISTERS AND HIGH AUTHORITIES

OF CULTURE WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF CIDI

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session held on June 4, 2002)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 


HAVING SEEN resolution CIDI/RES. 127 (VII-O/02) "First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture within the framework of CIDI";

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That CIDI at its Sixth Regular Meeting held in December 2001, by resolution CIDI/RES. 109 (VI-O/01), agreed to hold the First Meeting of Ministers of Culture within the Framework of CIDI and requested that CEPCIDI convoke it; 


That CEPCIDI at its LXXVI Regular Meeting by its resolution 71 convoked the First Meeting of Ministers of Culture, and accepted with pleasure the site offered by the Government of Colombia so that the Meeting could be held in Cartagena de Indias on July 12-13, 2002; and


That it is CIDI’s responsibility to stimulate dialogue and cooperation activities in favor of integral and sustainable development;

CONSIDERING:


That the Plan of Action of the Summit of the Americas held in Quebec City, Canada, in April 2001 recognized that respect for and value of cultural diversity contribute to social and economic dynamism and are positive factors in the promotion of good governance, social cohesion, human development, human rights, and peaceful co-existence in the Hemisphere; and 

That the aforesaid Plan of Action encouraged the convocation of a ministerial or other appropriately high-level meeting, with the support of CIDI of the OAS, to address cultural diversity with a view to enhancing hemispheric cooperation on this issue; 

That CIDI at its Sixth Regular Meeting approved the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2002-2005, which includes cultural development among the priorities of the Organization; and

COMMITTED to the aim of fostering regional dialogue and formulating a hemispheric program on the most relevant challenges associated with the protection and promotion of the cultural values of the Americas and respect for cultural diversity,

RESOLVES:


1.
To stress the importance of holding this First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture in the framework of CIDI, to discuss cultural diversity with a view to deepening hemispheric cooperation on this issue. 

2. To thank the Government of Colombia for its generous offer of the site for holding this Meeting at Cartagena de Indias, on July 12-13, 2002.

3. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Social Development and Education Unit and in coordination with the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, to support the preparatory and organizational work for the First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture.

4.
To instruct CEPCIDI to report to the General Assembly in its thirty-third regular session on the results of the First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities of Culture in the framework of CIDI.
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AG/RES. 1869 (XXXII-O/02)
PROMOTION OF DEMOCRATIC CULTURE

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session held on June 4, 2002)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


BEARING IN MIND the commitment of member states to upholding the system of democratic and representative government in the Hemisphere; and that one of the essential purposes of the OAS is to promote and consolidate representative democracy, as established in the OAS Charter;


ALSO BEARING IN MIND that the Declaration of Quebec City, adopted at the Third Summit of the Americas, recognized the fundamental importance of the values and practices of democracy; and that the Plan of Action of that Summit recognized that education is key to strengthening democratic institutions;


BEARING IN MIND ALSO that the ministers of foreign affairs of the Americas adopted the Inter-American Democratic Charter for the promotion, defense, and consolidation of democracy in the Hemisphere, which states that “the peoples of the Americas have a right to democracy and their governments have an obligation to promote and defend it” and that “democracy is essential for the social, political, and economic development of the peoples of the Americas”;


CONVINCED that strengthening of democracy requires building a citizenry committed to the principles and values of democracy;


NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the report of the Secretary General on the strategy for disseminating the Inter-American Democratic Charter;


AFFIRMING that the promotion of a democratic culture is of vital importance in strengthening democratic institutions and guaranteeing the effective exercise of democracy, in accordance with Chapter VI of the Inter-American Democratic Charter; and

TAKING NOTE OF the interest in using the promotion and strengthening of democratic practices and culture to contribute to economic and social development and to the process of economic integration in the Hemisphere,
RESOLVES:

1.
To promote a democratic culture throughout the Americas based on the principles and values incorporated in the Inter-American Democratic Charter and on the goals included in the Declaration and the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas.


2.
To encourage member states to develop strategies for promoting democratic principles and practices and for strengthening democratic culture in the Hemisphere, including public information campaigns on the essential elements and basic components of representative democracy, together with the relationship between democracy and social and economic development.

3.
To encourage member states to consider the proposals made in the report of the Secretary General on the strategy for disseminating the Inter-American Democratic Charter (CP/doc.3550/02).

4.
To instruct the Permanent Council:
a.
To convene, within the resources allocated in the program-budget and other resources, a meeting of experts to identify concrete measures for promoting a democratic culture and the practice of democratic values in the member states; and
b.
To that end, to invite civil society organizations, academic institutions, and other institutions or agencies in the member states to make valuable contributions to enrich the content and improve execution of the initiatives.

5.
To request the General Secretariat of the Organization to support this initiative, most particularly through the work of the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD), the Unit for Social Development and Education (USDE), and other entities that might be deemed appropriate, specifically as regards a study to determine how member states include instruction on democratic values and principles in their educational curricula.

6.
To instruct the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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AG/RES. 1872 (XXXII-O/02)

APPOINTMENT OF WOMEN TO SENIOR MANAGEMENT POSITIONS AT THE OAS

ADVANCE \d 4
(Adopted at the fourth plenary session held on June 4, 2002)

ADVANCE \d 4THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING that resolution AG/RES. 1627 (XXIX-O/99) and resolution AG/RES. 1790 (XXXI-O/01), "Appointment of Women to Senior Management Position at the OAS," urged the Secretary General to establish as an objective that, by the year 2005, women should occupy 50% of posts in all categories of the OAS system;

ADVANCE \d 4RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 1729 (XXX-O/00), regarding the seventh biennial report of the Secretary General of the OAS on compliance with resolution AG/RES. 829 (XVI-O/86), "Full and Equal Participation of Women by the Year 2000," which urged the inter-American system to continue working to achieve full and equal participation by women in development and in the decision-making process and instructed the Secretary General of the OAS to increase his efforts to guarantee equal opportunity for women in obtaining senior executive positions in the OAS, taking into account the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality;

ADVANCE \d 4BEARING IN MIND Article 120 of the Charter of the Organization of American States and Article 37 of the General Standards, which stipulate that first consideration shall be given to efficiency, competence, and integrity in the recruitment of General Secretariat personnel, but that importance shall also be attached to the criterion of the widest possible geographic distribution in hiring personnel at all levels; and Article 137 of the Charter of the Organization, which states that the Organization of American States does not allow any restriction based on race, creed, or sex with respect to eligibility to hold positions in the Organization and to participate in its activities;

ADVANCE \d 4BEARING IN MIND that the issue of matching organizational structure and staffing with mandates and resources is being considered by the OAS Permanent Council pursuant to AG/RES. 1836 (XXXI-O/01) and AG/RES. 1839 (XXXI-O/01), and that a personnel management study is being recommended in the program-budget of the Organization for 2003;

ADVANCE \d 4RECALLING that the CIM Plan of Action on Women's Participation in Power and Decision-Making Structures, adopted by the Twenty-ninth Assembly of Delegates of the CIM [CIM/RES. 198 (XXIX-O/98)], urges that areas for priority action include the promotion of equal opportunities in the classification of posts and procedures, the encouragement of upward mobility in the civil service, and the fostering of similar principles in various organizations and public institutions, such as the OAS;

ADVANCE \d 4REAFFIRMING the commitment expressed at the highest levels in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas to promote gender equity and equality and women's human rights by strengthening and fostering women's full and equal participation in decision-making at all levels, women's empowerment, and their equal opportunities to exercise leadership;

ADVANCE \d 4CONSIDERING that the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, which was approved at the First Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women, held by the CIM in April 2000, and which was adopted by the OAS General Assembly, by resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), and endorsed by the Heads of State and Government in Quebec City, calls for the OAS General Secretariat to "implement measures to ensure full and equal access by men and women to all categories of posts in the OAS system, particularly in decision-making positions"; and

ADVANCE \d 4RECOGNIZING that at the OAS, as of December 1990, the percentage of women at high-level executive posts was 19% at the D-2 level, 20% at the D-1 level, 11% at the P-5 level, and 23% at the P-4 level; as of December 1998, the proportion was 9% at the D-2 level, 17% at the D-1 level, 20% at the P-5 level, and 51% at the P-4 level; and, as of March 2002, the proportion was 0% at the non-classified and elected level, 20% at the D-2 level, 28% at the D-1 level, 23% at the P-5 level, and 52% at the P-4 level,

ADVANCE \d 4RESOLVES:

ADVANCE \d 41.
To urge the Secretary General to reaffirm the urgent goal that women should occupy, by the year 2005, 50% of posts at each level within the OAS organs, agencies and entities, particularly at the P-5 level and above.

ADVANCE \d 42.
To urge the Secretary General to continue to make gender equity and equality one of the priorities in his continuing efforts to establish a new management culture in the Organization and to undertake, within the framework of the Permanent Council's discussions on the issue of matching organizational structure and staffing with mandates and resources, to achieve the above-mentioned objective.

ADVANCE \d 43.
To urge the Secretary General to appoint qualified women as representatives and special envoys so that they may use their good offices in representing the Secretary General in matters relating to all areas and sectors.

ADVANCE \d 44.
To urge the Secretary General to actively seek and support the nomination, election, or appointment of qualified women to all vacant positions in the OAS.

ADVANCE \d 45.
To request the Secretary General to continue his work to establish policies of gender equality in the workplace and to make each manager accountable for the application of these policies.

ADVANCE \d 46.
To urge all member states to support the efforts of the Secretary General and of the President of the CIM by identifying, and regularly submitting, through their permanent missions to the OAS, the most highly-qualified women candidates to occupy positions of trust within the OAS and to encourage more women to apply for vacant positions, which will have been widely publicized in all member states.

ADVANCE \d 47.
To request the Secretary General to monitor closely the progress made by OAS organs, agencies and entities in meeting the goal of women occupying 50% of posts at each level in the OAS by the year 2005, to keep the Permanent Council informed with respect to the implementation of this resolution, providing it every year with relevant statistics from the Department of Human Resource Services, and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its thirty-third regular session.

AG/RES. 1883 (XXXII-O/02)

OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE ANNUAL REPORTS

OF THE ORGANS, AGENCIES, AND ENTITIES OF THE ORGANIZATION

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session held on June 4, 2002)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the observations and recommendations made by the Permanent Council (CP/doc.3600/02) on the annual reports presented by the Pan American Health Organization (CP/doc.3455/01), the Inter-American Commission of Women (CP/doc.3548/02), the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CP/doc.3549/02), the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) (CP/doc.3547/02), the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (CP/doc.3563/02), the Inter American Children’s Institute (CP/doc.3562/02), the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH) (CP/doc.3566/02), the Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD) (CP/doc.3554/02), and the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (CEJA) (CP/doc.3551/02);

CONSIDERING:


That the Permanent Council’s recommendations and observations recognize the successful endeavors of the Organization’s organs, agencies, and entities in furtherance of the principles and objectives of the Organization and of the inter-American system; and


That, in resolution AG/RES. 1669 (XXIX-O/99), the General Assembly requested the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to include in their annual reports to the General Assembly the draft resolutions that they see fit to transmit to it, after consideration by their respective members or specialists in the area; and


BEARING IN MIND that these reports have been presented pursuant to Article 91.f of the OAS Charter and resolution AG/RES. 1452 (XXVII-O/97),

RESOLVES:


1.
To note the observations and recommendations of the Permanent Council on the annual reports and to transmit them to the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization.


2.
To convey its thanks to the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization that complied with the statutory deadline for the presentation of annual reports, and once again to urge all organs, agencies, and entities to include a section on the quantifiable results obtained.


3.
To instruct the OAS organs, agencies, and entities to include in their reports to the General Assembly a detailed account of the measures taken to implement the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality and to mainstream the gender perspective into their programs, projects, and activities.


4.
To express thanks to the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) for having presented, as part of its annual report, a draft resolution that had been considered earlier by its specialists, and to urge the other organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to include in their annual reports the draft resolutions that they see fit to transmit to the General Assembly, after consideration by their respective members or specialists in the area.


5.
To express its appreciation to the Inter-American Commission of Women and its Permanent Secretariat for its considerable efforts in promoting women’s rights in the Americas and for implementing the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality.


6.
To express its recognition to the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture and to encourage it to continue its constructive work in support of member states as they pursue progress and prosperity in the Hemisphere, through modernization of the rural sector, promotion of food security, and development of a competitive, technologically prepared, environmentally managed, and socially equitable agricultural sector for the peoples of the Americas.


7.
To congratulate the Inter-American Children’s Institute for its 75 years of service to the children of member states, and to urge the Director General to continue his efforts to increase the portion of the program-budget devoted to programs and projects under the Strategic Plan 2000-2004.


8.
To acknowledge the Pan American Institute of Geography and History for the work conducted in its four committees in the Hemisphere, to urge it to continue to implement the policies, strategies, lines of research, and work approved at the seventeenth session of its General Assembly, and to urge the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) under the Strategic Plan of CIDI to support the Institute in development programs.


9.
To congratulate the Pan American Health Organization on its 100th anniversary and, in particular, to underscore the important activities conducted by that Organization in fulfillment of its purposes and objectives.


10.
To remind all the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization once again that annual reports must be submitted by the prescribed deadline, which is 90 days prior to the start of the General Assembly session.


11.
To urge all the organs, agencies, and entities to approve their annual reports, following the procedures applicable for each report, at least 120 days prior to the General Assembly session.

AG/RES. 1893 (XXXII-O/02)

COOPERATION BETWEEN THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
AND THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM, THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT
OF THE CENTRAL AMERICAN INTEGRATION SYSTEM, AND THE
GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session held on June 4, 2002)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the report of the General Secretariat on the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 1817 (XXXI-O/01), “Cooperation between the Organization of American States and the United Nations System, the General Secretariat of the Central American Integration System, and the General Secretariat of the Caribbean Community” (CP/doc.3608/02),

RESOLVES:


1.
To take note of the report of the Secretary General on the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 1817 (XXXI-O/01).


2.
To recognize the activities carried out under the cooperation agreements between the General Secretariat of the OAS and the secretariats of the United Nations, the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and the Central American Integration System (SICA).


3.
To request the General Secretariat to continue implementing the recommendations of previous general meetings that have been held and to consider the possibility of holding, in 2003, such meetings with the United Nations, with CARICOM, and with SICA in an effort to define new and updated modalities for cooperation between the General Secretariat and the secretariats of these organizations.


4.
To request the Secretary General to continue and to strengthen activities involving cooperation between the General Secretariat of the OAS and each of the following organizations:  the United Nations system, the General Secretariat of the Central American Integration System, the General Secretariat of the Caribbean Community and the Secretariat of the Association of Caribbean States.


5.
To request the Secretary General to facilitate increased intersectoral contacts with the heads of the technical areas of the three organizations mentioned above.


6.
To request the Secretary General to report on these actions to the General Assembly at its thirty-third regular session.

AG/RES. 1896 (XXXII-O/02)

HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE AMERICAS

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session held on June 4, 2002)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the report of the Secretary General (CP/CAJP-1898/02), the report of the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) with regard to its work on this link, and the reports (CAJP-1897/02 and CP/CAJP-1896/02) and input (CP/CAJP-1895/02) of civil society experts in human rights and the environment;


RECALLING its resolution AG/RES. 1819 (XXXI-O/01), “Human Rights and the Environment,” in which it underscored the importance of studying the link that may exist between the environment and human rights;


BEARING IN MIND the work of institutions involved in human rights and the environment at the global level, such as the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and the United Nations Environment Programme;


CONVINCED of the importance of keeping abreast of the preparatory process for and plan of action that may emerge from the World Summit on Sustainable Development, being organized by the United Nations (Johannesburg, South Africa, August 26-September 4, 2002); and

BEARING IN MIND the human rights enshrined in the American Convention on Human Rights and in other human rights instruments, in particular, the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, the “Protocol of San Salvador,”

RESOLVES:


1.
To remain seized of the issue, paying special attention to the work being carried out by the relevant multilateral fora in this area.


2.
To encourage institutional cooperation in the area of human rights and the environment in the framework of the Organization, in particular between the IACHR and the OAS Unit for Sustainable Development and Environment.

3.
To request the Secretary General to present to the General Assembly at its thirty-third regular session a report on the implementation of this resolution.

AG/RES. 1900 (XXXII-O/02)

PROMOTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT
/
(Adopted at the fourth plenary session held on June 4, 2002)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


RECALLING its resolutions AG/RES. 1619 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1706 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1709 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1770 (XXXI-O/01), and AG/RES. 1771 (XXXI-O/01), the recommendation of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (OEA/Ser.L/V/II.102, Doc. 6 rev. April 16, 1999, Chap. VII, 21.3.B), and the document “Framework for OAS Action on the International Criminal Court” (CP/INF.248/00);


HAVING CONSIDERED the report of the Secretary General on the implementation of resolutions AG/RES. 1770 (XXXI-O/01) and AG/RES. 1771 (XXXI-O/01), and bearing in mind the recommendations therein;


CONCERNED over the persistent violations of international humanitarian law and international human rights law throughout the world and the fact that the perpetrators of those acts go unpunished;


AFFIRMING that the states have the primary duty to prosecute those crimes so as to prevent their recurrence, and that complementary international agencies are needed to ensure the exercise of justice;


WELCOMING the historic entry into force of the International Criminal Court on July 1, 2002;


RECOGNIZING that 139 states, including 26 member states of the Organization of American States, have signed the Rome Statute and that 66 states, including 12 member states of the Organization of American States, have ratified or acceded to it; and


EXPRESSING ITS SATISFACTION that a special meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs was held at OAS headquarters on March 6, 2002, on the promotion and observance of international humanitarian law, the findings of which are summarized in the document entitled Rapporteur’s Report on the Special Meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for the Promotion of International Humanitarian Law (OEA/Ser.K/XVI/DIH/doc.6/02), which was submitted for consideration by the Fourth Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas,

RESOLVES:


1.
To urge those member states of the Organization that have not already done so to ratify or accede to, as applicable, the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.


2.
To urge the member states of the Organization to participate in the meetings of the Preparatory Committee of the International Criminal Court, with a view to ensuring optimal operating conditions for the Court once it is established, in the context of unwavering protection of the integrity of the Rome Statute.


3.
To urge the member states of the Organization that are party to the Rome Statute to adapt and make the necessary changes in their domestic legislation for the effective implementation of the Rome Statute.


4.
To request the Inter-American Juridical Committee to ensure that the agenda for the next joint meeting with legal advisers of the foreign ministries of OAS member states includes a discussion of mechanisms to address and prevent the recurrence of serious violations of international humanitarian law and international human rights law, as well as of the role of the International Criminal Court in that process.


5.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its thirty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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�.	The United States delegation reserves on this resolution and requests that the text of its intervention be included in the final report on the resolution in the proceedings of the General Assembly.
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